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Oli Sihvonen. Triad on Blue, 1965. QOil on canvas. 72 x 84 inches

James Kelly Contemporary is pleased to present an exhibition of Oli Sihvonen's ellipse
paintings from the 1960's. The sheer visual power, subtlety and elegance of his work stake a
claim for his place in the history of twentieth century painting.

His work is a variety of hard-edge painting, indebted to Albers and Mondrian on the one hand, but
also to Matisse. As critic Paul Goodman, wrote in 1956, "Sihvonen's loving attention to the precise
millimeter and the precise hue on the spectrum pays off in a floating and exciting calm and



emotion; the picture is in motion, the colors leave their forms and come back changed. The
canvas seems to generate its own light, not otherwise than in a bright noonday sun or in
mysterious moonlight; there is a fullness of light." Sihvonen expanded upon a few motifs over
long periods of time. This exhibition will focus on the ellipses. Within self-imposed formal limits,
Sihvonen was able to invent complex variations embodying his "notions of multi-temporality: flow,
rhythm, beat, [and] growth" in a static painting.

Oli Sihvonen was born in 1921 in Brooklyn and grew up in Connecticut. He attended Black
Mountain College where he was deeply influenced by the teaching of Josef Albers and his
friendships with Buckminster Fuller, John Cage, and others. He lived in New Mexico from 1956 to
1967, when he moved to New York. His work has been exhibited and purchased by major
institutions such as the Whitney Museum, The Museum of Modern Art in New York, Corcoran
Gallery of Art in Washington DC, The Art Institute of Chicago, and the Dallas Museum of Fine Art.



